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Building a Solitaire Game and a Peg Board is the beginner title of The Building Together series by

industrial arts teacher Ken Ainsworth.  Each volume in the series combines basic knowledge of

woodworking with specific instructions for completing two projects. Sidebars provide guidance on

basic techniques, while full-color photographs provide step-by-step instructions for the completion of

each project by an adult and child working together. The covers of each volume are marked with

tiny hammers indicating the skill level required: 1 for beginner, 2 for intermediate and 3 for

advanced. As child and grown-up woodworkers develop their skills, they can progress to the next

level. Each of the self-contained volumes in the series introduces children to the sense of

accomplishment that building something for themselves can bring.
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One of the series' strengths is that the author's co-woodworker is a young girl--his daughter--who

acts as a role model for other females in a traditionally male-dominated endeavor. Another strength

lies in the crystal-clear photographs, including a number of close-ups, all of which match the text

perfectly. The remainder of the illustrations are cartoon like, colourful and bright. (Gail Hamilton

Canadian Materials 1999-03-26)



Ken Ainsworth is an industrial arts teacher,  Tina Holdcroft has illustrated over thirty children's

books, as well as seventy adult books.
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